
country to print such an elabo-
rate self-generated publication.

“It’s the first time I’ve seen
this happening here in the
U.S.,” he said.

A June 2010 article from a
British newspaper, the Daily
Telegraph, described more
than 150 councils in Britain
releasing newspaper-style
tabloids that were paid for by
tax dollars. Eric Pickles, the
British government’s commu-
nities and local government
secretary, was quoted as say-
ing such publications harmed
the ability of a healthy local
press that could “scrutinize
councils.”

Pickles dismissed such publi-
cations as “town hall Pravdas,”
referring to the newspaper that
was once the official organ of
the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union.

In 2012, Pickles told The
Guardian, another British
newspaper, “Localism needs
robust and independent scruti-
ny by the press and public, and
municipal state-produced news-
papers suppress that. Town
hall Pravdas not only waste
taxpayers’ money unnecessari-
ly, they undermine free
speech.”

Radcliffe recently released
a report on the state of the
modern media titled “Shifting
Practices for a Stronger
Tomorrow.” It outlines how
local newsrooms are doing
more with less and reaching
out through other forms of
media.

Radcliffe said that in the
case of the UK, councils that
released print publications
often did so to strike at the
heart of independent media that
already struggled with
decreased resources and
shrinking ad revenue due to the
rise of e-commerce and social
media.

When asked about the busi-
ness features in GP Now, Rad-
cliffe warned of transparency
concerns and potential con-
flicts. For instance, not know-
ing who authored the material
— there are no bylines
attached to stories in GP Now
— could cast a cloud over city
decisions on permits, expan-
sions or other public process-
es.

“This could be a particularly

problematic time when perhaps
a business is waiting on a deci-
sion,” Radcliffe said. “I think it
presents potential conflicts of
interests there. If particular
organizations are being profiled
and others are not, what is the
rationale for that?”

The inaugural issue of GP
Now featured several stories
about projects and City Council
discussions, along with feature
articles about two downtown
businesses.

Rob Pell, owner of Sunshine
Natural Foods downtown, ques-
tioned why the city chose to
feature some businesses and
not others. He said he believes
it has something to do with
“who you know or what you
own.”

“I just think it’s way, way
wrong for the city to be in the
business of picking winners and
losers,” Pell said.

Pell, a former city councilor
himself, sent a letter to the City
Council to address his concerns
about the city choosing the two
businesses without any addi-
tional outreach to other local
business owners.

City Manager Aaron Cubic
sent the Daily Courier the city’s
new policy on featuring busi-
nesses in its newsletter, which
takes into consideration busi-
nesses that either partner with
the city or accept grant money
for projects. That policy
describes sections with business
features and advertisements as
the “Economic Development”
pages.

Those who helped craft the
guidelines include Jon Bowen,
the city’s contracted tourism
promoter, and the Grants Pass
& Josephine County Chamber of
Commerce, according to Cubic.
Meanwhile, the City Council
had no input outside of approv-
ing the spending of $21,000 for a
six-month run of the tabloid
version of GP Now.

According to the policy,
others who may pick which
businesses are featured in GP
Now include the city business
advocate and other depart-
ment managers within the
city.

The criteria for being con-
tacted for coverage includes
local businesses celebrating
milestones, new locations,
expanded employment bases
and a new business or product.
However, in another para-
graph, the policy outlines a
need for features related to

“local businesses successfully
using grant programs” or “part-
nering with city departments”
to “promote, or sponsor city
programs.”

“As I said in that letter, it’s
like you have to be a friend or
political supporter,” Pell said.

Hope Frederick, who owns
the BoChico boutique in down-
town Grants Pass, shared simi-
lar thoughts about the process.

Frederick said that she once
reached out to Experience
Grants Pass, which Bowen
heads up, about an idea to get
more tourists into retail stores
downtown. She never heard
back.

“I feel like that’s definitely
the tone, sometimes, of Grants
Pass, feeling like certain enti-
ties don’t really maybe cater to
all of the businesses,” Freder-
ick said.

Others, such as Delani Cer-
vantes, describe a different
experience. Cervantes owns one
of the two G Street businesses
that were featured in GP Now
this month.

Cervantes said her experi-
ence with the city was a “really
nice process.” She said the city
approached her to write the
feature beforehand, and that
she stayed in contact with the
city through the Chamber of
Commerce.

“They wanted to recognize
me as a mover and shaker in
Grants Pass,” Cervantes said of
the city’s write-up.

When asked about the com-
parison of paid media and
newspaper ads as opposed to
feature content that the city
provides for no charge to busi-
nesses, Radcliffe said that the
two were quite different —
especially given that prior con-
sultations and reviews must
take place when there’s a finan-
cial transaction involved.

“I think audiences would
view that differently and
understand that there is a
clear editorial process,” Rad-
cliffe said of newspaper adver-
tising.

At a Dec. 4 City Council
meeting, two members of the
public approached the City
Council to ask more about GP
Now. 

The first speaker asked why
there was no mention of
Foundry Village, a 17-unit tran-
sitional housing community
planned for a quarter-acre of
land on Southwest Foundry
Street, just west of the Grants

Pass Sobering Center. Con-
struction will begin in spring or
summer if the City Council
approves new transitional hous-
ing code adjustments.

The city’s information coor-
dinator, Steven Sabel, said
there was little room in the
first expanded GP Now to add
information on Foundry Vil-
lage. The December issue was
packed full of press releases,
some of which date back to
October, in addition to an out-
line of the history of the city’s
newsletter.

Also included was a lengthy
feature story on Sabel himself,
an expanded version of the
city’s first online press release
that announced his hiring.

“We have to decide what is
timely news and what can
wait,” Sabel said. “We will get
back to transitional housing.”

John Charles, president of
the Cascade Policy Institute, a
libertarian think tank based in
Portland, described the city’s
move toward a 12-page newspa-
per as a problematic use of tax-
payer dollars and not a move
he would encourage — especial-
ly at a time when cities across
the state are slammed with ris-
ing costs.

Grants Pass continues to
mull over how to address costs
tied to the purchase of Dollar
Mountain, and its new Public
Safety Center is more than $2
million over budget. Additional-
ly, it is facing repairs to Cave-
man Pool that could top $2 mil-
lion, and it has a backlog of
deferred parks maintenance
projects that totals roughly
$700,000.

“Every local government I
know reports of having a short-
age of money,” Charles said.
“The needs are big and the dol-
lars are not big enough, so why
would you allocate resources to
that versus putting resources
on the street?”

Since the newsletter remains
in the pilot stages, Radcliffe
noted that the city had plenty of
time to make appropriate
adjustments to GP Now that
would make it more of an asset
as opposed to a public relations
liability.

“Given that this is new,”
Radcliffe said, “maybe we
should give them the benefit of
the doubt.”

———
Reach reporter Sean Bassinger

at 541-474-3806 or
sbassinger@thedailycourier.com.

But after the complaint was
lodged against them, Grants
Pass city officials concluded
that the business had gotten
too large for its location.

The neighbor, semi-retired
small business owner Salvador
Corona, complained of noise,
excess traffic and odor, but at
least five neighbors who live
near the Whites sent letters to
the city saying the allegations
were fabricated.

Corona did not attend the
meeting.

Other neighbors, however,
did share their views with

members of the commission.
Retired county inspector
Munroe Crutchley lives directly
across the street from the
Whites.

“I worked for the county as
an inspector, and we would get
calls like this all the time, and
guess what it was? It was one
neighbor trying to use the
county to beat another person
over the head, because they
knew if they could gain the
government as an ally, they
could win their argument,”
Crutchley said. 

“I tried not to ever let myself
be used as that sort of a tool,
and I would hope that’s the
same mindset everyone in here
would have. Don’t let this man

destroy a business over a per-
sonal vendetta.”

The Whites, who resumed
operation on the advice of
their attorney shortly after
their neighbors disputed Coro-
na’s complaint, say they’re
ready to get back to life as
usual.

They say they will remedy
any existing code violations,
which they say were caused by
a contractor who did not have
a full understanding of city
code.

“It never should have gone
this far,” Linda White said.
“We’ve asked them over and
over, ‘What do you want us to
do to be in compliance,’ and
now they’ve told us. That’s all

we wanted.”
The commission consists of

eight members: four appointed
by the Grants Pass City Council
and four appointed by the
Josephine County Board of
Commissioners.

“Right before Christmas,
this is our Christmas present,”
Doug White added. “It wasn’t
about winning or losing, it was
about doing the right thing. We
just want to take care of the
community’s families because
they’re not just clients. It’s a
tight-knit community and
they’re all family to us.”

———
Reach reporter Jason McMillen

at 541-474-3718 or
jmcmillen@thedailycourier.com.

“They wanted to go to the
road.”

Bunn said she’s worried
about that, but confident in her
daughters’ capabilities.

“I believe in their strength,
their instincts, their ability to
do the job,” she said. “I pray
they stay safe. I always tell
them to stay safe. My exact
words are, ‘I love you. Stay
safe.’”

Courtney and Lexi will hit
the streets already familiar
with some of the troubled peo-
ple they might meet out there,
based on rapport they built
with inmates at the jail. Bunn
said Lexi did well calming
people who had mental health
issues, and did well with
elderly individuals, while
Courtney’s really good with
kids.

“They both have big hearts,”
she said. “They both really
want to help others.”

Courtney and Lexi have an
older sister with children, and
they relish the role of being
aunts, Bunn said. Both are
recently married.

“We’re a very, very close
family,” Bunn said. “Very.”

Speaking of family, Courtney
said the Army and the law
enforcement community that
she’s part of feels like family,
with a bond found there that
might not be found with other
occupations.

She said she wants to help
out the team, and that she’s got
good leadership to go to for
advice. She said she wants to
serve with humility and com-
passion.

“I really wanted to be out in
the public and help the people,”
she said. “You get to serve the
people.”

From her work in the jail,
where her duties included

transporting inmates to other
jails, Courtney said she’s seen
people sober and out of their
addictions, at least for the
moment.

“They’re not all bad people,”
she said. “They’re still
human.”

Lexi, who worked in the jail
as a control room technician
like her mother, echoed her sis-
ter’s comments.

“You get to know about peo-
ple’s lives when you work in the
jail,” she said. “You get to hear
what people have been
through.”

Even before going through
four months of instruction at
the police academy in Salem,
Courtney was out on patrol with
a training officer. She’s not
sure how long it will be until
she’s out on her own.

“In a way, I’m nervous,” she
said. “I’m excited. Am I doing
everything by the book? It’s
kind of nerve-wracking.”

As for their time at the acad-
emy, Courtney said it was a
long 16 weeks and a lot to take
in.

“It was a lot easier going
through with Lexi,” she said.

The two women roomed
together, worked out together,
ate together and played ping-
pong together.

Lexi said she might be out
on her own in four or five
months, working 12-hour shifts.
Until then, she’ll have a train-
ing officer riding with her.
She’ll also have peer support
from a veteran officer, detec-
tive Ryan Brown, who is
assigned to advise her one-on-
one. She said she was proud to
be a part of a department that
was diverse and caring.

“Everybody’s so welcom-
ing,” she said. “One big fami-
ly.”

———
Reach reporter Shaun Hall

at 541-474-3726 or
shall@thedailycourier.com.

a long day of fights over
amendments, primarily by
Republicans trying to stop the
impeachment. They were like-
ly to be rejected by Democrats
along party lines.

The top Republican, Rep.
Doug Collins of Georgia, called
the proceedings a “farce” and
said they should be halted until
his side was provided a chance
for its own hearing. The
request was denied, with the
chairman saying the process
was in line with the impeach-
ment hearings of Richard
Nixon and Bill Clinton.

First up was an amendment
from GOP Rep. Jim Jordan of
Ohio, who tried to delete the
first charge against Trump.
“This amendment strikes arti-
cle 1 because article 1 ignores
the truth,” he declared.

Rep. David Cicilline, D-
R.I., argued there was “over-
whelming evidence” that the
president, in pushing Ukraine
to investigate rival Biden, was
engaged in an abuse of power
“to corrupt American elec-
tions.”

Debate on that first Repub-
lican amendment lasted for
nearly three hours before the
panel rejected it, 23-17, on a
party-line vote.

Today’s hearing picked up
where Wednesday’s late-night
session left off.

Into the night, Democrats
and Republicans delivered
sharp, poignant and, at times,
personal arguments for and
against impeachment. Both
sides appealed to Americans’
sense of history — Democrats
describing a strong sense of
duty to stop what one called
the president’s “constitutional
crime spree” and Republicans
decrying the “hot garbage’’
impeachment and what it

means for the future of the
country. 

For all the debate, the arti-
cles weren’t likely to be
changed. Democrats were
unlikely to accept any amend-
ments proposed by Republi-
cans unified against Trump’s
impeachment. 

Democrats are also unified.
They have agreed to the arti-
cles’ language, which says
that Trump acted “corruptly”
and “betrayed the nation.” 

Nadler said the committee
should consider whether the
evidence shows that Trump
committed the acts he’s
accused of, whether they rise
to the level of impeachable
high crimes and misde-
meanors and what the conse-
quences will be if Congress
fails to act.

“When his time has passed,
when his grip on our politics is
gone, when our country
returns, as surely it will, to
calmer times and stronger
leadership, history will look
back on our actions here
today,” Nadler said. “How
would you be remembered?”

In the formal articles
announced this week, the
Democrats said Trump enlist-
ed a foreign power in corrupt-
ing the U.S. election process
and endangered national secu-
rity by asking Ukraine to
investigate his rivals while
withholding U.S. military aid.
That benefited Russia over the
U.S. as America’s ally fought
Russian aggression, the
Democrats said. 

Trump then obstructed
Congress by ordering current
and former officials to defy
House subpoenas for testimo-
ny and by blocking access to
documents, the charges say. 

The House is expected to
vote on the articles next week,
in the days before Christmas.
That would send them to the
Senate for a 2020 trial.

mustang protection groups in
the West that say it could lead
to the extinction of the free-
roaming animals.

“It’s a sweeping betrayal of
America’s wild herds by the
nation’s largest animal wel-
fare groups,” said Suzanne
Roy, executive director of the
American Wild Horse Cam-
paign.

Backers include the Nation-
al Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-
tion and American Farm
Bureau Federation, which
have pushed for the slaughter
of excess horses that compete
for forage with livestock graz-
ing on U.S. lands.

The animal welfare groups
said they’re willing to accept
the accelerated roundups in
some overpopulated areas to
stave off the possibility Con-
gress might otherwise resort
to dropping current prohibi-
tions on the use of federal
money for slaughter.

The Bureau of Land Man-
agement estimates there are
88,000 animals on U.S. range-
land in 10 western states and
nearly 47,000 in government
holding pens and pastures.
The agency contends the
range can sustain only 27,000
but critics say there’s no sci-
entific basis for that conclu-
sion.

The version of the bill
approved by the Senate
includes $35 million for the
effort. The House approved $6
million.

House Interior Chairman
Raul Grijalva, D-Arizona, and
House Judiciary Chairman
Jerry Nadler, D-New York,
sent the letter this week to a
House-Senate panel of appro-
priation conferees considering
a compromise version.

The “untested pilot project
... would triple the number of
horses and burros in holding
and could cost taxpayers bil-
lions,” they said. It also “opens
the door to surgical steriliza-

tion procedures” — something
the government has never
attempted on free-roaming
horses and is staunchly
opposed by mustang protec-
tion groups.

They said the appropriation
committees are short-circuit-
ing the normal process used to
write legislation to be funded
by the spending panels.

“Fundamental changes to
existing law should not be
done in spending bills without
hearings, testimony, evidence
and due consideration by the
authorizing committees tasked
with these responsibilities,”
they wrote.

Other westerners signing
the letter include Reps. Deb
Haaland, D-New Mexico, chair
of the Interior subcommittee
on national parks, forests and
public lands, Joe Neguse, D-
Colorado, and California
Democrats Grace Napolitano
and Tony Cardenas. Two
Republicans signed on —
David Schweikert of Arizona
and Matt Gaetz of Florida.

The letter urges conferees
working to reconcile the
House-Senate differences to
limit any spending on the pilot
program to $6 million. It’s not
clear when they will act.

It also seeks clarification of
language to prohibit surgical
sterilization and restrict any
spending for fertility control to
one vaccine that’s already
being used on the range.
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New York Exchange
NEW YORK (AP) —
Today's noon New York
Stock Exchange selected
prices:
Stock Last Chg
AT&T Inc 38.41 +.24
AerojetR 44.64 +.56
Altria 50.50 +.20
AEP 91.80 -.36
AmIntlGrp 51.08 +.67
ApldIndlT 66.28+1.41
Avon 5.08 +.11
BP PLC 37.02 +.46
BkofAm 34.40 +.76
BarrickGld 17.59 -.03
Boeing 348.39 -1.61
BrMySq 63.70+1.29
Brunswick 60.03 +.75
Caterpillar 146.01+2.01
Chevron 118.50+2.27

Citigroup 77.07+1.52
CocaCola 54.25 +.30
ColgPalm 67.42 -.04
ConocoPhil 62.64 +.96
ConEd 87.70 +.11
CurtisWrt 142.36 +.17
Deere 171.71+2.01
Disney 147.76 +.17
Dupont rs 65.87+1.54
Eaton 93.92 +.53
EdisonInt 71.59 +.06
ExxonMbl 70.07+1.11
FMC Corp 99.08 +.83
FootLockr 38.34 +.18
FordM 9.28 +.17
GenDynam181.75+2.48
GenElec 11.38 +.41
GenMills 51.96 +.38
GenMotors 36.08 +.83
HP Inc 20.38 +.31

Hallibrtn 24.16 +.78
HeclaM 2.86 ...
Hess 63.00+1.40
HonwllIntl 176.87 +.86
Idacorp 105.48 -.29
IBM 135.15+1.39
IntPap 46.59 +.41
JohnJn 141.21 +.23
Loews 50.79 +.80
LaPac 28.72 +.17
MDU Res 29.09 +.18
MarathnO 12.97 +.36
McDnlds 196.38+1.66
McKesson 143.77 +.41
Merck 89.44 +.46
NCR Corp 33.37 +.76
NorflkSo 192.08+1.07
NorthropG 347.68 -1.03
OcciPet 38.08 +.54
Olin 17.71 +.37

PG&E Cp 11.26 -.88
Penney 1.13 -.01
Pfizer 38.51 +.29
ProctGam 124.89 +.23
RockwlAut 204.16 +.90
SempraEn 148.33 -.45
SouthnCo 60.88 +.19
Tegna 16.05 +.19
Textron 44.20 +.27
3M Co 169.08 +.34
Timken 55.79+1.46
TriContl 28.67 +.10
UnionPac 174.48 +.03
Unisys 11.66 +.40
USSteel 14.06 +.16
VarianMed 140.23+1.01
VerizonCm 61.54 +.46
ViadCorp 67.82+1.13
WalMart 119.93 +.93
WellsFargo 54.08 +.91

Gold
Selected world gold prices, today.
London morning fixing: $1468.05
London afternoon fixing: $1466.80
NY Handy & Harman: $1466.80
NY Handy & Harman fabricated: $1628.15
NY Engelhard: $1468.00
NY Engelhard fabricated: n.a.
NY Merc. gold: $1469.40
NY HSBC Bank USA: $1470.00

Metals
NEW YORK (AP) - Spot nonferrous metal
prices Aluminum - $0.7937 per lb., London
Metal Exch.
Copper - $2.7825 (pound) NY Merc spot

Lead - $1893.00 metric ton, London Metal
Exch. Zinc - $1.0078 per lb., London Metal
Exch.
Silver - $16.821 Handy & Harman
Silver - $16.744 troy oz., NY Merc spot
Platinum - $926.00 Handy & Harman
Platinum - $939.50 troy oz., NY Merc spot

Lumber
Chicago Mercantile

LUMBER 110,000 bd. ft. $ per 1,000 bd. ft.
Open High Low Settle Chg.
Jan 20 396.8 403.1 396.2 400.0 +3.4
Mar 20 406.5 411.8 405.7 410.1 +4.3
May 20 405.4 405.9 404.0 404.0 +3.1
Jul 20 400.0 400.0 395.8 397.7 -.2

Est. sales 315 Wed' sales 723

Commodities

Northwest Stocks
PORTLAND (AP) — Closing quotations Wednes-

day from the National Association of Security Deal-
ers. They do not include markup, markdown or
commissions.
Name High Low Last Change Ratio
Banner Cp 56.60 55.10 56.18 +1.23 +2.2
ColBnkg 40.33 39.20 40.08 +.97 +2.5
Costco 297.76 294.12 295.85 +.55 +.2
FLIR Sys 53.19 52.33 52.98 +.48 +.9
Intel 58.05 56.61 57.49 +.42 +.7
Keycorp 20.22 19.70 20.14 +.49 +2.5

Kroger 28.58 28.14 28.41 +.39 +1.4
LithiaMot 162.33 158.85 161.50 -.12 -.1
Microsoft 153.42 151.02 152.13 +.43 +.3
NikeB 98.18 96.90 97.82 +.64 +.7
Nordstrm 39.50 38.78 39.36 +.53 +1.4
OraSure 8.08 7.75 7.98 +.13 +1.7
Umpqua 17.25 16.70 17.20 +.47 +2.8
US Bancrp 60.39 59.20 60.29 +1.04 +1.8
WellsFargo 54.24 53.10 54.08 +.91 +1.7
Weyerhsr 29.80 29.25 29.55 +.22 +.8

WALL STREET WATCH
DOW JONES INDUSTRIALS NASDAQ

27,911.30
+29.58

Wednesday’s
closing

8,654.05
+37.87

As of midday
Eastern time

today
28,069.42
+158.12

8,677.39
+23.34

Horses From 1A

Panel From 1A

“[The proposal is]
a sweeping betrayal

of America’s
wild herds by

the nation’s largest
animal welfare

groups.”
SUZANNE ROY

American Wild Horse Campaign
executive director

Sisters From 1A

Appeal From 1A

Profiles From 1A


