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Here comes the rain again

Judiciary panel closing
in on impeachment vote
Committee began 2-day session Wednesday night, House will likely vote next week
By Mary Clare Jalonick 
and Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House
Judiciary Committee argued
through a marathon session
today ahead of voting to send
impeachment charges against
President Donald Trump to the
full House, the latest big step as
the politically split Congress
debates whether to remove
Trump from office.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi sound-
ed confident Democrats will

have the votes to impeach the
president next week but said it
is up to individual lawmakers to
weigh the evidence and decide
for themselves. Republicans
seem unwavering in their oppo-
sition to expelling Trump.

“The fact is we take an oath
to protect and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States,”
Pelosi told reporters. “No one is
above the law; the president
will be held accountable for his
abuse of power and his obstruc-
tion of Congress.”

Trump, apparently watching

the live proceedings on televi-
sion, tweeted his criticism of
two Democratic women on the
panel, Reps. Veronica Escobar
and Sheila Jackson Lee, both of
Texas. He called their com-
ments about his actions inaccu-
rate.

“Very sad,” Trump tweeted. 
As the hearing began, law-

makers dug in for the second
day of the Judiciary session,
only the fourth time in U.S. his-
tory a president is facing
impeachment, to consider the
two articles brought by Democ-

rats. They charge Trump with
abuse of power for asking
Ukraine to investigate Joe
Biden while withholding aid as
leverage and with obstruction
of Congress for stonewalling the
House’s investigation. 

Chairman Jerrold Nadler, D-
N.Y., immediately asked for a
full reading of the nine-page
resolution, airing the two arti-
cles of impeachment against
the president  for the live TV
cameras. It was expected to be
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By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

Ask Kim Bunn about her daugh-
ters and you’ll hear about two of the
newest patrol officers in Josephine
County.

Courtney and Lexi Pittman both
graduated from Oregon’s police
academy Friday and were on the job
this week — Courtney for the

Josephine County Sheriff’s Office
and Lexi for the Grants Pass
Department of Public Safety.

“Wonderful kids,” said Bunn, who
works in law enforcement herself as
a jail control room technician for
the sheriff’s office.

Courtney, 29, graduated from
Grants Pass High School, where she
played varsity basketball, and she
later spent six years in the Oregon

Army National Guard. She’s worked
at the county jail since 2015.

Lexi, 23, graduated from North
Valley High School, where she was a
standout athlete who later played
soccer for Clackamas Community
College. She received an associate’s
degree in general studies from the
college before returning home to
also work in the jail.

Last year, Courtney and Lexi

both applied for patrol jobs with the
sheriff’s office, but were denied.
Courtney tried again about six
months later and was approved,
while Lexi applied with city police
and was hired.

“They both started in here,” Bunn
said during an interview with her
daughters in the jail lobby Tuesday.

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

Josephine County Jail control room technician Kim Bunn (center) with her daughters, Lexi Pittman (left) and Courtney Pittman.
Lexi is a patrol officer for Grants Pass police, while Courtney is a patrol deputy for the Josephine County Sheriff’s Office. Both
formerly worked in the jail and graduated Friday from Oregon’s police academy in Salem.
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By Scott Sonner
Associated Press

RENO, Nev. — Two House commit-
tee chairmen are trying to put the
brakes on money for a new Trump
administration proposal to accelerate
the capture of 130,000 wild horses
across the West over the next 10
years.

Rep. Dina Titus, D-Nevada, whose
high-desert state is home to about half
the mustangs, also is among the
bipartisan group of lawmakers sound-
ing alarms about the provision in an
Interior Department spending bill
being readied for final congressional
action.

They say it could result in the
“most sweeping changes” in federal
protections for mustangs and burros
since President Richard Nixon signed
them into law nearly a half-century
ago.

The proposal to speed roundups is
based on a comprehensive package of
proposals offered in April by an
unprecedented coalition of livestock
industry interests and animal welfare
advocates, including the American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals and the Humane Society of
the United States.

It’s been condemned by the largest

Push to accelerate
capture of wild horses
draws fire in Congress

SCOTT SONNER/Associated Press, 2015

Free-roaming horses owned by the state of Nevada walk
along the USA Parkway at the Tahoe Reno Industrial Cen-
ter near Mustang, Nevada. Two House committee chairmen
are trying to put the brakes on money for a new proposal
to accelerate the capture of 130,000 wild horses across the
West over the next 10 years. Turn to HORSES, Page 5A

Grants Pass sisters graduate from
same police academy class

Courtney Pittman works for the Sheriff’s Office; her sister Lexi works for the Department of Public Safety

ANDREW HARRER/Pool

House Judiciary Committee Chairman Rep. Jerrold
Nadler, D-New York (left), and ranking member Rep.
Doug Collins, R-Georgia, speak during a House Judi-
ciary Committee markup of the articles of impeach-
ment against President Donald Trump today on Capitol
Hill in Washington.  

By Jason McMillen
of the Daily Courier

The owners of Wild River Custom Meat
Cutting, which was shut down by the city in
July following a complaint by a neighbor,
were granted unanimous approval by the
Urban Area Planning Commission on
Wednesday to resume operations.

Linda and Doug White won their appeal
after a lengthy discussion by commission
members and staff, and two hours of public
comment.

Among those testifying were semi-retired
land use consultant and former Josephine
County planner Grace Zilverberg, who
detailed what she saw as flaws in the city’s
inspection work. In addition, the Whites’
lawyer, Jim Dole, and a crowd of about 30
neighbors and customers, said that the city
was poorly informed and made a knee-jerk
reaction.

Linda White, teary-eyed after hearing the
decision, was overwhelmed with emotion.

“I’m so relieved, I can finally sleep
tonight.” she said. ”I don’t have to worry
about losing my home. I can pay my bills.
I’m ecstatic that I can get back to life as nor-
mal.”

Animals aren’t slaughtered at Wild River,
which is tucked behind the Whites’ home on
McCarter Lane, a residential neighborhood
near Asante Three Rivers Medical Center.
The Whites only cut meat, and they say
they’ve been doing it there since 2004.

By Sean Bassinger
of the Daily Courier

With concerns about the city providing
taxpayer-paid publicity for hand-picked busi-
nesses and using public money for a publica-
tion that resembles a traditional newspaper,
critics and some independent observers say
that the expanded Grants Pass city newslet-
ter may be an example of public relations
gone awry.

In November, the city announced that it
would transform GP Now, its every-other-
month leaflet mailed out with utility bills,
into a 12-page, tabloid-sized publication. The
first edition that landed in mailboxes recently
has all the hallmarks of a newspaper. 

A city putting out its own newspaper may
seem unusual in the U.S. While considering
the pitfalls of such an effort, one expert in
academia used an example of government-
controlled media in Britain that has caused a
string of controversies.

Damian Radcliffe, a journalism professor
at the University of Oregon who focuses on
media publication formats worldwide,
described a period in the early 2000s when
government officials in the United Kingdom
enacted new guidelines to limit what local
councils could do with free government-fund-
ed publications.

Radcliffe, who has extensively studied
community journalism and the business of
media, said the city of Grants Pass must be
among the first city governments in this

Owners of local
meat-cutting
business win
appeal over city
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City newsletter’s
business profiles
are problematic,
critics contend
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